CHAPTER 2,
THE COLONIES, PROTECTORATES AND TRUST
TERRITORIES.
Classifica-     UNTIL recently the British Commonwealth overseas fell into two
tion-            clearly distinguishable groups. Together with the United Kingdom as
free and equal members of the British Commonwealth of nations
were Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India, Pakistan,
Ceylon, and for most purposes Southern Rhodesia. The Colonial
Empire on the other hand consisted of a large number of territories,
all of which were subject to the legislative supremacy of the Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom and to the right of the Crown to
disallow on the advice of the Secretary of State for the Colonies the
enactments of their legislatures- But the now generally accepted
policy of self-government has resulted in a rapid advance in the case
of some important colonial territories to a status of virtually com-
plete internal independence. This has been effected by the introduc-
tion of constitutions granting a full or partial measure of ministerial
responsibility to the local executive councils, In the result, although
no colony has been added to full membership of the Commonwealth,
a few, like the Gold Coast in particular, are no longer in practice
subordinate to the United Kingdom Government and Parliament as
regards internal government. The inhabitants of the colonial terri-
tories have the status of British subjects by virtue of a common
citizenship with those of the United Kingdom, whereas such status
in the Commonwealth is acquired by local citizenship laws.
All the overseas members of the Commonwealth have evolved out
of colonies, except India and Pakistan, which, however, so far as they
formed part of the old Indian Empire (as distinct from the Native
States) were ruled through a Secretary of State who was responsible,
as a member of the Cabinet, to the United Kingdom Parliament. A
series of Government of India Acts reflected constitutional develop-
ment in the Indian sub-continent. Some knowledge then of the con-
stitutional status of a colony is needed for the study of the evolution
of colonies to independence or, as the expression was until recently,
to Dominion status, Most of the Protectorates and Trust Territories
are governed under the prerogative as extended by the Foreign
Jurisdiction Acts, 1890-1913, much as colonial territory is governed.
Their inhabitants are not citizens of the United Kingdom and
Colonies, though as British protected persons they are distinguishable
from aliens and have limited privileges as regards acquiring citizen-
ship by naturalisation.